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is naturally suggested by it. E. g., the question, " Where art thou ?" 
"calls not so much for information with respect to the man's where- 
abouts as for an explanation of his disappearance." Again, the 365 
years of Enoch's life " indicate that, brief as it was, it was still, in a 
sense, complete." Again, is there not a slight dogmatic bias (cf. Heb. 
11 : 4) in the suggestion that Cain's offering had been rejected because 
he " had manifested a bad disposition " ? The text and meaning of 
vs. 7 are too obscure to build upon. But these are little points ; and, in 
any case, they come from the author's earnest desire to do full justice 
to the religious content of the passages under discussion. Again and 
again he brings this to the front, and repeatedly emphasizes the 
religious value even of those sections in which mythology or chron- 
ology plays an important part. He has admirably succeeded in the 
object he had in view. He has given us an adequate and scholarly com- 
mentary which is neither " too large, too learned, nor too expensive." 
Benziger is a misprint for Benzinger on pp. 171, 172, 198, 291. 

John E. McFadyen. 
Toronto, Canada. 



The Legends of Genesis. By Hermann Gunkel. Translated 
by W. H. Carruth. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing 
Co., 1 90 1. Pp. vii-f-162. $1. 

Professor Gunkel, of the University of Berlin, is a scholar of 
rare qualities. He combines with a German thoroughness of scholar- 
ship independent and original thought, as well as a religious rever- 
ence, which secures for each biblical theme which he touches a 
sympathetic treatment. The book before us is an authorized transla- 
tion of the " Einleitung " to Professor Gunkel 's Genesis in Nowack's 
" Handkommentar zum Alten Testament," which appeared early in 
the year 1901. The translator and the American publishers have ren- 
dered an excellent service to the English-speaking world by placing 
this admirable introduction within their reach. 

In translating the work, it has been broken up conveniently into 
chapters and sub-sections, so that it presents an attractive page to the 
reader. "The Significance and Scope of the Legends," "The Varie- 
ties of the Legends," "The Literary Form of the Legends," "The 
History of the Development of the Legends in Oral Tradition," 
"Javist, Elohist, Jehovist, Later Collections," and "Priestly Codex 
and Final Redaction," are the topics treated in the successive chapters. 
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For a thoroughly sound and sane critical treatment which is at once 
scholarly, sympathetic, and religious, this little book can be heartily 
recommended. 

The translator has done his work well. The translation is clear, 
readable, and, for the most part, faithful to the original. At two or 
three points slight expansions have been introduced. Thus, among 
the modern illustrations of etymological legends, one is surprised on 
p. 28 to find a Berlin professor citing as his first examples American 
folk-etymologies of the name of the Connecticut river and Manhattan 
island, but, upon turning to the original, these examples do not 
appear in the German. Some of the expansions are not so successful 
and illuminating. For example, on p. 96 (ef. Kotntn., p. xliii) a few 
lines are introduced with reference to legends which were intended 
to explain the sanctity of places of worship ; it is stated that " the 
legends .... were transferred to the patriarch Jared." Is this a typo- 
graphical error for Jacob ? We know of no patriarch Jared except 
among the ante-deluvians, and there are no legends concerning him. 

On the whole, however, the work is admirably done, and we have 
nothing but commendation for this little book. 

George A. Barton. 
Bryn Mawr College, 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Die BOcher der Konige. Erklart von I. Benzinger. ( = "Kurzer 
Hand-Commentar zum Alten Testament," herausg. von Karl 
Marti, Lieferung 7.) Tubingen: Mohr, 1899. Pp. xxiii + 211. 

M. 5. 

The " Einleitung " lays the foundation for the author's plan and 
method of criticism and exposition. The books are broken into the usual 
three divisions: (1) 1 Kings, chaps. 1-11; (2) 1 Kings, chap. 12 — 
2 Kings, chap. 17; (3) 2 Kings, chaps. 18-25. The central point of the 
first division is the building of the temple (chaps. 6 and 7), around which 
all the other material is arranged, to show forth Solomon's wisdom, 
might, and kingdom. The second division's most notable portions 
are those pertaining to the histories of Elijah and Elisha. Besides 
these, the reader finds detailed accounts only of Kings Jeroboam (I.), 
Ahab, Joram of Israel, Jehu, and Joash of Judah. Of the others there 
are only brief sketches. In the third division, Josiah's reform, and 
the events under Hezekiah's reign in which Isaiah took part, are the 
main sections. 



